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in general, and Mallorea in particular, at the Hotel Calatrava.
making more boats available and Tast Club. 0l1077: the
encouraging owners to spend the Patrén Lunares cantina

palma de mallorca

z alma punches above its
weight. Though a small city
of 400,000 souls, it is the
capital of Mallorca and
of the four Balearics, as well

as the administrative hub of a tourist
industry that brings in more than 9m
visitors every year. Whenever a Spanish

be found. And most imp

(especially at Emilio Castrejon’s Innobar)

ly, there
was nowhere decent to stay.

The change that Palma has undergone
in recent years is nothing less than
prodigious. Foreign money has flooded
into the city, along with successive waves
of immigration from wealthy, sun-starved
northern Europe, so that Palma is now

are three current themes. The Mercat de
I'Olivar, the city's produce centre, is
worth a stroll for its prodigal displays of

The Balearic capital is buzzing, thanks to
sophisticated cuisine, chic inns and an ambitious
new marina development, says Paul Richardson

gothic masterpicce of soaring interiors
and slender, twisting columns - and is
now back on top as a maritime centre of
international importance. This time,

locally landed fish, island-g fruit and

veg, and charcuterie. The market's new
gastro stalls, where you can wash down a
prawn with a glass of mallorquin white,

k , the emphasis is firmly on
leisure. The city has no fewer than 10
marinas, ranging from Club de Mar in
the west to Portixol in the east, witha
total of 3,506 moorings, of which (and

mild winter in Palma.

Further developments are on the way.
A new leisure and marina area covering
1,300sq m is poised to open this month
in the Moll Vell (“old dock™) beside the
Port Authority HQ in central Palma, in
the shadow of the 13th-century cathedral
(one of Spain’s loveliest). The €6.5m

jevelop has completely refurbished
what was formerly a harbourside area
popular with palmesanos, to
provide 26 moorings for
boats of between 15m and
40m, with a series of shops
and terrazas to entice the
locals back for the traditional
evening paseo.

As attention swivels
towards the harbour, the
seaside is also having a
moment. New-generation
“beach clubs” like Anima
and Puro (the modern
beach bar/restaurant being
a genre that Mallorca does
well, and with none of the noisome
debauchery of the Ibiza version) are
a recommendable option for evening
drinks and daytime lounging, and within
easy reach of the city centre.

Meanwhile, the barrio of Santa
Catalina, behind the Paseo Maritimo
at the old-town end, is a natural choice
for boat people who gravitate towards
laid-back bars and restaurants and
superb traditional produce markets. The

ighbourhood has kept its bohemi
flavour, but fashionable proposals, such
as the self-styled “cantina” Patrén
Lunares, are like a layer of gloss paint
over weather-beaten whitewash. Closer
to the docks themselves is Horrach
Moy4's contemporary art gallery ina
three-storey townhousc with a ground-
floor cocteleria, Sadrassana, whose
gorgeous take on mid-century modern
has made the spot probably the island’s
numero uno bar interior.

Even while good hotels were
proliferating in the rest of Mall
Palma could never offer anywhere very

interesting until a first wave of old-
town “boutiques” - namely Ca Sa
Galesa, Hotel San Lorenzo and the
two Scandinavian minimalist joints,
Puro and Tres - came along in the
1990s. Highlights of the past decade’s
flurry of openings have included the

hip Brondo Architect and Palma Suites,
a collection of luxury apartments

(also Swedish-owned) in various
permutations of comfort and size. Best
of all perhaps is the Hotel Cort, which
opened last year, with interiors by
Spain's design doyen Lizaro Rosa-Violdn
and a ground-floor restaurant from the
same thoroughbred stable as Tast Club,
Palma’s most spoken of speakeasy

The city’s high-end retail sphere has

tended to cluster around this avenue

and the colonnaded thoroughfare

of Avinguda de Jaume I11, with the

area’s concentration of smart emporia

now including Loewe, Carolina Herrera,

Louis Vuitton and Utergtie (known

as the high-end Zara). A new branch

of Mulberry, the brand's first in Spain,
opened last year. The success

of Rialto Living, a design and
Santa Catalinais anatural lifestyle store just off the Born,
choice for boat people who 1% s Swedih owners

Cecilia Conde Moragues and her son
Miguel, the masterminds behind Can
Cera - a restored 17th-century palacio

Telicd "

ing antique

gravitate to laid-back bars

furniture and rich fabrics with rustic |
flooring and bold contemporary art.
The success of Can Cera inspired the

family to open another perfectly pitched

palacio, but conceived in a lighter,
brighter style - the Hotel Calatrava,
looking the sea at the old town's

This year there’s to be no let-up:
four-star Cuba Colonial, housed in a fine
old hotel building dating from the 19th
century, will open at the end of the
month, while the 26-room Posada Terra
Santa (“Hidden Away Since 1576") should
raise the bar for the old-town hotelito.

If the bar was already high, it is largely
thanks to Barcelona-based designer

quiet eastern end. The third property

in their portfolio, Can Alomar, opened in

May in a noble edifice on the Passeig
del Born, the social and commercial
axis of old-town Palma.

The location of this new hotel is
significant. The Born, a bijou version
of Barcelona's Ramblas, is now the
epicentre of the new, elegant Palma.

to contemplate an extension

to their (already impressive)
enterprise involving a restaurant
and luxury apartments.

In the commercial centres of
certain mainland Spanish cities,
closed premises and slashed
municipal budgets - the
consequences of the economic
crisis - have given the streets a
woebegone look. Not so in Palma,
where the casco histérico looks
smarter than ever and no locale
remains empty for long. The
flagship Bluebird boutique on
Carrer San Nicolas, opened last
summer by Uruguayan Paula
Rombys, exemplifies the way Palma is
bucking Spain’s recent (downward)
trend. Palma is on a roll, suggests
Rombys, whose exquisitely assembled
collections attract both local women and

ved foreig It’s a view endorsed
by jeweller Isabel Guarch, who has just
opened a chic little boutique on the Plaga
del Mercat (beside the Bar Nicolds, a
sophisticated cocktail bar) after a
lifetime of discreetly catering to the
upper echelons of mallorquin society.
Guarch's client list includes Queen Safia,
who regularly spends her summer
holidays in Mallorca with the rest of
the Spanish royal family.

“There's a new impulse in Palma;
we've noticed it over the past couple of
years,” says Guarch. “Aud the good thing
is that it's all about quality”
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